London and Paris book browse: eclectic faves
Cadogan Guide to London and Paris by Andrew gumbel, Dana Facaros, Michael Pauls

Unlike most guides, Cadogan guides have a strong point of view with brief, rich snippets of history and literature—not homogenized, this guide series allows its authors to sound off their preferences and their snide dismissal of manufactured consumer tourism.
How the French Invented Love by Marily Yalom 
From the time of courtly love (knights and maidens) to love in the 21st century—and how the French assign a value to our heart’s desire above all else, not just romantic froth but the dark side.

The Belly of Paris and The Ladies’ Paradise by Emile Zola

Politics and food: Second Empire excesses and the working poor around Les Halles, Paris’ famed food market—the great divide between the rich and the poor. Shopaholic? Rise of consumer desire and the department store in 1860s Paris—Zola lifts the veil on our consumer society.

Down and Out in Paris and London by George Orwell

Dogs barking and stomachs growling: behind the scenes descriptions of dirty kitchens of posh restaurants and life on the street for the less fortunate—1930s in grim detail but, curiously, not depressing, leavened with wit and intelligence, let’s just say, a story of a starving artist.
London Perceived by V. S. Pritchett with photographs by Evelyn Hofer

A bittersweet commentary on London in the streets and behind closed doors, capturing character of place, what makes London like no other.
Novels in Three Lines by Felix Feneon

Brief excerpts from the Paris daily paper, Le Matin, that suggest larger stories by an anarchist who wrote little but had a keen eye for human oddity and folly.

The Society of the Spectacle by Guy Debord

French political and cultural theory on the edge, propelling a movement that was tiny in number but huge in influence.
The Language of Fashion by Roland Barthes

French deconstruction of everything fashion—zippers, pleats, hemlines. Rigorously intellectual but you’ll never look at fashion in the same way again.
Proletarian Nights: The Workers’ Dream in Nineteenth-Century France by Jacques Ranciere

Origins of European socialism, dreams of escaping labor, based on worker-run newspapers, letters, journals, poetry—a bit dense with footnotes—a record of the common man overlooked or ignored by historians.
The Invention of Paris by Eric Hazan

Much more than walking tours, these pages bear the weight of history—traces of blood and revolution in the streets—how we reinvent history as we walk, tracing the circuits of old neighborhoods with narrow, winding streets as well as those routes that take us to the heart of the French Revolution, the strikes and protests of 1848 and 1968.
