	“It is the third thing that is owned by no one, whose meaning is owned by no one...”

-Jacques Rancierre, The Emancipated Spectator


	“Third things are essential to … practices or habits or arts … that provide a site of joint rapture or contentment.” -Donald Hall

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/article/146874


	“It is the inbetween space that carries the burden of the meaning of culture, and by exploring this Third Space, we may elude the politics of polarity and emerge as the others of our selves.” 

-Homi Bhabha, The Location of Culture


Q  In a nutshell, what is “the third thing”?

A  It is a point of reference outside of yourself—a star, an idea, an image. If we only turn inward to self or if we only obsess about our lover/friend/enemy, we are closed off to a wider world. 

Q  What are examples of the third thing?

A  When you recognize or allow something to disrupt your attention to self, moving from the self to something beyond, creating movement and possibility in the world.

For example: when you’re with someone, looking at the stars. At this moment, you’re both looking up, sharing a third thing (instead of each other). And, around the globe, many others are looking up at the stars, the sun. Or, internet memes: wherever we live, whoever we are, we can share the fun of a meme gone viral—baby or cat videos, Gangnam style, the Harlem shake—what brings us together, if only for a moment. 

Donald Hall, on his deceased wife, Jane Kenyon: “We did not spend our days gazing into each other’s eyes. We did that gazing when we made love or when one of us was in trouble, but most of the time our gazes met and entwined as they looked at a third thing. Third things are essential to marriages, objects or practices or habits or arts or institutions or games or human beings that provide a site of joint rapture or contentment. Each member of a couple is separate; the two come together in double attention. Lovemaking is not a third thing but two-in-one. John Keats can be a third thing, or the Boston Symphony Orchestra, or Dutch interiors, or Monopoly.” 

A  What’s “the third space”?

Q  This is a cousin to the third thing. The third space is a space that opens up to unexpected possibilities. For example, when traveling, we’re not at home (first space), and we’re not at work (second space). We’re in the third space, in travel mode, where many things are possible. Our observations and experiences are often sharper in a third space. And, a third space, daydreaming on a plane or train, allows us to slow down and to reflect or rest.

Another example: a classroom can be a third space. Not at home, not at work. A place for new ideas to grow. In theater, the stage is a third space, to rehearse stories of “what if.”

Quoting Salman Rushdie, “how newness enters the world” (stories, ideas, Nutella!), Bhabha associates possibility with the third space. 

http://prelectur.stanford.edu/lecturers/bhabha/interview.html

Interview with Homi Bhabha on the third space from The Location of Culture

