101C final paper: on a subject and topic of your choice—framed by ethos

A 5-page critical thinking, research-based paper in MLA format, 3+ annotated works cited

Due Tuesday, Dec 12th, 7:00 a.m. (no late work)
Note: final open-book exam on Tuesday, Dec 12th, 7:00-9:00 a.m. (no make-up)
	Critical thinking skills:
	Writing skills:

	Understanding of source material
	Compound / complex sentences

	Explanation + analysis—beyond summary
	Paragraph development

	Development of critical thinking argument or position—logos, pathos, ethos
	Whole essay clarity and coherence

MLA format, incl. annotated works cited


Strategies for finding sources and consultation:

1 ID your subject and topic. Find a mix of general, specialized, interdisciplinary source material.

2 Avoid quick Google grabs: qualify your sources as credible, avoid opinionated blogs or websites without credentials. Ohlone library database: db articles downloaded as full text can add depth to research.

3 Find an anchor source, such as a book that provides a “big picture.” Criteria: research-based nonfiction by an academic, investigative journalist, or practicing expert in the field.

4 See Ohlone librarian or instructor as you navigate the process from research to writing.

5 See LRC/ELC for help with overall organization, paragraph development, sentence grammar.

Potential topics for final paper:

Note: Find a topic + source material that interests you. What is the ethical issue or question?  

Mueller Special Counsel Investigation

As an ongoing investigation, what are the questions and issues involved? What are the potential consequences of Russian interference in U.S. elections? What are the implications of Russian ties to Trump’s campaign and White House staff? See Wikipedia 2017 Special Counsel Investigation.

North Korea Nuclear Threat

As an ongoing news headline, how have we historically approached the nuclear arms race and nuclear disarmament? In the case of North Korea, do the heads of state, Kim Jong-Un and Donald Trump, act with responsibility? What are the potential consequences of exchanged threats? Diplomatic versus military options? Or, Iran nuclear deal—what was agreed upon, its vulnerability to Trump rhetoric.
Paradise Papers

What are the ethics involved when individuals and corporations seek offshore tax havens?

Private gain v. public interest. As a developing news story, what does this tell us about a shadow world of huge private wealth that is hidden from view? From taxation?

Free Speech and Higher Education

Trigger warnings, safe spaces, microaggressions, platforming, cultural appropriation. Should U.S. college and university administrations intercede in controversial student speech? Who is the victim, the perpetrator? How does this affect free and open debate?

Privacy and Surveillance

In the case of Manning/Assange/WikiLeaks, what is the conflict between national security and informing citizens on the conduct of war? Re: Snowden/NSA, what is the tension between national security and citizen privacy? Ethics of state secrecy?

Refugees, Migrants, Immigration

How does the U.N. define refugees, migrants, immigrants? In the case of Syrian refugees, what is our moral obligation to help? Discuss controversy of EU countries and their Syrian refugee quotas, the U.S., impact of Trump administration. Or, Muslim travel ban. Or, immigration reform in the U.S., effects of DACA, Dreamers, undocumented workers.

Paris Accord and Climate Change

Is government policy on climate change science-based?  Consequences of the Trump administration withdrawing the U.S. from the Paris Accord? Or, domestic environmental regulations? Deregulation or dialing back previous administration limits on industrial pollution?

Prison Industry

U.S. criminal justice system, drug policy, human rights, privatizing prisons. Documentary film, “The House I Live In.” What social issues are embedded in U.S. mass incarceration?

Gun Control

Update continuing public debate with recent case examples of mass shootings—Sutherland Springs, Las Vegas. What are the multiple POVs regarding background checks and assault weapons? Larger questions of gun violence in the context of media and society? 

Women’s Health

Update topics on contraception and abortion by discussing Planned Parenthood funding or congressional hearings on federal funding of contraception and abortion. See Martha Nussbaum’s Sex and Social Justice.

Gender and Race

Socioeconomic divide in public education; recent changes by Secretary of Education, Betsy DeVos. Or, is gender/race a social construction or biological fact? Choose a case example of a school, work, or government policy change and weigh in; for example, public bathrooms. 

Education

With student loan debt exceeding credit card debt in the U.S., what is the value of higher education and why does it cost so much? To what extent should public policy support access to public colleges and universities? 

Internet: Regulated or Unregulated?

Update topics on Internet freedom of speech by discussing net neutrality—proposed federal legislation to regulate the Internet. Should the Internet be protected as a free, open public space? 

Family

How do our private lives intersect with public policy? As a social unit, how is the family changing? What traditions continue? See Stephanie Coontz on family policy, Judith Wallerstein on divorce, Marilyn Yalom on marriage.
Military

Update with role of the military contractor (mercenary) or private security forces in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars—Xe (Blackwater), Aegis. Historical perspective of draft v. volunteer army. Changing culture and tradition of the U.S. military. Or, PTSD, veterans’ mental health policy.

Sports

Update with NFL concussion crisis. Multiple POVs: mass media, franchise, owner, players, fans. Or, college sports v. education—funding, education mission, conflict of interest? See Derek Bok’s Universities in the Marketplace: the Commercialization of Higher Education. 

Art or Music

How the arts or music offer social or political criticism—protest art (Ai Wei Wei, Banksy), hip hop and spoken word (see Decoded by Jay Z), war protest (Bob Dylan), union organizing (Pete Seeger and the Wobblies), see instructor or research librarian for more examples.
