Second Quarterly Essay: On the Ethos of Helping Others 
Title/Subtitle, MLA format, Annotated Works Cited, 3+ pages.

1 Read Peter Singer and Garrett Hardin (handouts). 

3 According to Hardin, what is the tragedy of the commons? Lifeboat ethics?

4 According to Singer, what is marginal utility? Obligation to those nearby and far away?

5 Include one example from current or historical events—question of whether or not to share limited resources. Is it true that “charity begins at home”? That there’s not enough to go around? 

Considering ethos (as well as logos, pathos) and essays by Hardin and Singer, find a case example of national or international need; discuss how we should respond on ethical/moral grounds (see Ways of Thinking Ethically). 

Regarding questions of ethos or morality, compare Hardin and Singer. Agree, disagree, a position in between—and why. Define terms and examine reading questions (see above). 

Is there a limit to what we are expected to do for others? What is the relationship of knowledge, empathy, responsibility? Beyond family and friends, are we responsible for strangers?  

Potential examples: Syrian refugees, 65M displaced people in the world, Puerto Rico, Haiti hurricane relief, homelessness, soup kitchens, food security, any local, national, or international aid (Red Cross, UNICEF, WHO), foreign debt relief, microfinance (Mohammad Yunus’ Grameen Bank, Kiva), Gates Foundation, Soros Foundation. 

Optional video sources: Robert Wright on non-zero-sumness, cooperation, how we are linked at 

< http://www.ted.com/talks/robert_wright_on_optimism.html>. Why he advocates optimism. 

What would Garrett Hardin say about this?

Steven Pinker on the myth of violence, the connection between communication and empathy at 

< http://www.ted.com/talks/steven_pinker_on_the_myth_of_violence.html>. “Anything that makes it easier to imagine trading places with someone else increases your moral consideration for that other person.” Agree or disagree? What is “compassion fatigue”?
Criteria for evaluation:

	Critical thinking skills:
	Writing skills:

	Recognition of thesis or main idea
	Compound / complex sentences

	Explanation + analysis—beyond summary
	Paragraph development

	Development of affirmation (agreement), doubt (uncertain/unknown) or questions
	Whole essay clarity and coherence

MLA format, incl. annotated works cited


