Models for Critical Thinking Papers

For advancing philosophical ideas:

Introduction


Establish idea or question—provide context or historical reference


Discuss its significance—why do we care?


Introduce key authors, optionally—your own experience or observations 


Provide a thesis or particular perspective—joining the ongoing conversation 

Body


Offer a critical reading of key sources—recognize multiple points of view


Provide a historical frame or past-to-present survey of ideas


Refer to key authors, using direct quotations or specific examples


Intersect or compare various schools or ideas, including your own idea or 



modification / variation


Acknowledge doubts or opposing views 

Closing

Revisit your opening idea or question, a “second look” following careful consideration


Show a thoughtful, reasoned path to your particular perspective


Avoid a perfectly sealed argument that resists any future or new ideas

For argument and persuasion on a hot topic:

Introduction


Establish the problem or controversy—highlight key issues, key terms


Point of entry:  shocking facts & statistics, provocative quotes, timeliness



(a recent news item or event that precipitated or renewed the controversy)


Indicate your position: what you think, where you’re coming from

Body


Develop arguments (reasoned statements), tipping the balance toward your 



point of view and position

Advance your central idea or establish your position—evidence (quotes, 


examples), credible sources, connect-the-dots (facts & inferences)

Acknowledge other points of view, unresolved doubts or questions

Closing


Return to your opening thoughts, a “second look” after exploring a hot topic

Trace a careful, reasoned path to your position—avoid oversimplification, short-cuts


Avoid “locking up” your position as the “last word” on the issue  

Adapted from Lester & Lester’s Principles of Writing Research Papers

Critical Thinking Paper





                        English 101C

Unlike your quarterly and midterm papers, this final assignment is a free choice, an opportunity to read and write on any topic over a four-week sequence. Helpful hint: take a look at the quarterly and midterm assignments in order to structure your own writing project. 

Week 1








            Due date

Annotated sources + 5 bullet points
List 5 or more potential sources with a brief annotation.
Bullets: working title/subtitle, potential thesis, why this matters, 

example(s) or case study, preliminary thoughts or questions.

________
Meet with instructor or ELC tutor





optional 

Week 2
Thesis statement and introduction

Draft a thesis or proposal in one or two sentences.
Draft an introduction that includes key words and ideas.
Why does this matter? Significance to others?



________

Weeks 3 to 4
Continue research and writing
Title, subtitle, epigraph, headings, visuals, sources, notes 

Quotations, examples, questions, commentary, observation, experience

Track in-text citations to avoid plagiarism
Meet with instructor or ELC tutor





optional 

Final paper (5 to 7+ pp) 









MLA format, in-text citations and annotated works cited
Edit and proofread carefully, show respect for the page
No frills, no report cover






________

Presentations

On product:  introduce your work by its title, preview the whole,

________

read a short excerpt from your writing or source material 

On process:  talk about research questions, search for sources

Q&A:  invite questions from your classmates





