How to apply MLA principles of style to Internet citations:

1  Connect in-text citations with works cited in your document. 

    Whenever you refer to an Internet source, directly or indirectly (by quotation or paraphrase),

     also list this source under Works Cited at the end of your document.

2  If you are quoting or referring to an article with a byline (author), apply the principle of

    citing author and page.

    Since online articles do not have page numbers, it’s usually enough to just cite the author’s

    last name in parentheses.  What matters is that your reader can go back to Works Cited and

    find the source connected to the in-text citation.

3  If you are citing an online document with no author, cite a short form of the title in-text

    and the full title under Works Cited.

4  If you are citing a web site with no author, cite the common name of the website, such as

    U. S. Department of the Interior (USDI) home page or The Oxford English Dictionary (OED)    

    online.

5  Because electronic sources are not as stable or consistent as print sources, in-text

    citations and works cited listings should follow the model of print sources as closely as

    possible—indicating author or editor, title, publisher, date—as well as the URL.

—from MLA Handbook, 207-224

______________________________________________________________________________      

In-text citations for Internet sources in MLA format:

(from http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/cite5.html, Bedford-St. Martins)—

Using a signal phrase   To introduce cited material consisting of a short quotation, paraphrase, or summary, use either a signal phrase set off by a comma or a signal verb with a that clause, as in the following examples. (See 4e for a discussion of signal phrases and verbs.) 

Here are the Works Cited entries for these two sources:

 Landsburg, Steven E. "Who Shall Inherit the Earth?" Slate 1 May 1997. 1 Oct. 1999 < http://www.slate.com/Economics/97-05-01/ Economics.asp>.

Mitchell, Jason P. Letter. "PMLA Letter." Home page. 10 May 1997. 1 Nov. 1999 <http://sunset.backbone.olemiss.edu/~jmitchel/pmla.htm>.

Using a parenthetical citation   To identify the source of a quotation, paraphrase, or summary, place the author's last name in parentheses after the cited material.

"Parents know in advance, and with near certainty, that they will be addicted to their children" (Landsburg).

 In response to Victor Brombert's 1990 MLA presidential address on the "politics of critical language," one correspondent suggests that "some literary scholars envy the scientists their wonderful jargon with its certainty and precision and thus wish to emulate it by creating formidably technical-sounding words of their own" (Mitchell).

Here are the Works Cited entries for these sources:

Landsburg, Steven E. "Who Shall Inherit the Earth?" Slate 1 May 1997. 1 Oct. 1999 <http://www.slate.com/Economics/97-05-01/ Economics.asp>.

 Mitchell, Jason P. "PMLA Letter." Home page. 10 May 1997. 1 Nov. 1999 <http://sunset.backbone.olemiss.edu/~jmitchel/pmla.htm>.

Examples of Internet sources under Works Cited:

Newspaper article
Wren, Christopher. "A Body on Mt. Everest, a Mystery Half-Solved." New York Times on the Web 5 May 1999. 13 May 1999 <http://search.nytimes.com/search/daily/bin/fastweb?getdoc+site+ site+87604+0+wAAA+%22a%7Ebody%7Eon%7Emt.%7Eeverest%22>.

Scholarly project or information database
Center for Reformation and Renaissance Studies. Ed. Laura E. Hunt and William Barek. May 1998. U of Toronto. 11 May 1999 <http://CITD.SCAR.UTORONTO.CA/crrs/index.html>. 

 The Internet Movie Database. May 1999. Internet Movie Database Ltd. 11 May 1999 <http://us.imdb.com>.
